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this coercion of a people, and persecution of its leaders, done
much good ? May not the Grand Old Man have been right
after all ?
Balfour had retired from the Chief Secretary's lodge before
the General Election, and had returned in triumph from
Ireland, heretofore the grave of political reputations, with
greatly increased prestige to lead the House of Commons.
Long before he reached this high position, he had made up
his mind to bring Carson to Westminster if he could : but
the lawyer was hard to persuade ; he had his career mapped
out for the Bar, and for the Bar alone ; besides, he was not
a Conservative, but a Liberal Unionist; the Liberal Unionists
had sat aloof during the whole of the Salisbury administra-
tion, and it was doubtful if Chamberlain, the Radical and
one-time Republican, would ever advise them to join a
Conservative administration. Balfour, as leader of the
House, was still preoccupied with Irish policy, and he was
missing Carson's counsel.
On the eve of the General Election, Balfour decided to
make Carson his Irish Solicitor-General if he could procure
for him a seat. This was a high honour for so young a man.
There was to be a vacancy by the retirement of Serjeant
Madden, Q,.C., in the representation of Trinity College,
Dublin, which was a two-member constituency, and Balfour
thought that the prospects of a seat at his old college would
attract Carson, and eventually he persuaded him to stand
if he were offered a seat. Meanwhile, however, there was
difficulty among the dons of Trinity College : Dublin
University was historically a Conservative stronghold, and
had invariably returned two true blue Tories. But Carson,
with his Radical past well known to the Historical Society,
could only stand as a Liberal, and a very keen contest on
party lines ensued, the solitary contest which he had to face
in twenty-six years as member for Trinity College. The
other candidates were David Plunkett, Q,.C., afterwards
Lord Rathmore, whose election was a foregone conclusion,
and Colonel J. C. Lowry. Feeling ran high among the dons.
The Vice-Provost, Joseph Carson, commonly known as
" bloody old Joe," said that the University had never been